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Inside the Retreat 

 
   

   
5. Stairs looking north 6. View north to billiard room 7. Service passage looking east 

 

Michael Norman asked Lady Hester Pinney if she would 
sketch some plans from her personal memories of living in 
the house, but sadly she died before she could do so. He has 
therefore drawn the above plans to show how the layout of 
the house may have looked, but they include a fair amount 
of conjecture. The oval feature at the centre of the first floor 
plan is the top light over the columned landing. 
 
The pictures show views of the interior and the approximate 
positions from which they were taken are marked with the 
corresponding numbers on the plans.  

Photos by MN c1955 
 

8. Northwest bedroom looking west 

1 
 

2 
 

7 
 

4 
 

5 
 6 

 

3 
 

8 
 

Ground & First Floor Plans       Drawn by MN 2011 

Paul Osborne
The Buckingham Houses.
See text for © info.

Paul Osborne
The Buckingham Houses.
See text for © info.

Paul Osborne
The Buckingham Houses.
See text for © info.

Paul Osborne
The Buckingham Houses.
See text for © info.



Paul Osborne
© The Buckingham Houses

Paul Osborne
© The Buckingham Houses

Paul Osborne
The Buckingham Houses.
See text for © info.

Paul Osborne
The Buckingham Houses.
See text for © info.



 

THE BUCKINGHAM HOUSES       Text © P. J. Kefford.  Images © reserved to owners of original material 
 13 

The 1873 Western Service Wing  
 

 
The following pictures were taken by Michael Norman and show the other elevations of the western service 
wing as well as the west and north elevations of the Rebecca-styled house that were also lost in the 
demolition. I can recall the service wing in various stages of demolition, but a search of the Shoreham 
Herald between 1962 and 1965 failed to locate any pictures of the event, which is somewhat surprising 
given the significance of the house in the history of Shoreham.  
 

 
West and south elevations  Photo by MN 1954 

 
The above picture shows a close-up view the west elevation of the Rebecca-styled house and the south and 
west elevations of the service wing.  The carving set into the chimney carried the Bridger Crab and the year 
1873. The second blocked window from the right of the picture would have lit the main staircase. The next 
picture shows a more distant view that sets the scene into the context of Buckingham Mews. 

 
South elevation of western service wing and main house c1954 
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North elevation from Ravensbourne Avenue Photo by MN 1955 

 
The gate to the park can be seen in the above view, but by the mid-1950s it led not to a park but to a building 
site. The piles of bricks were in the process of being built into Mae House. Further development 
immediately north, on the eastern side of Ravensbourne Avenue, created our home at No.12 and 
Ravensbourne Close, which in-filled the grounds between the old Buckingham House and the new. 
 

 
North elevation and ruins of billiard room Photo by MN 1957 
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The Old Buckingham Lodge  
 
No account of either Buckingham House would be complete without some mention of the matching lodges. 
The original lodge dated back to the c1808-1820 remodelling of the old house by J.B. Rebecca and was 
built in similar style by him.  It was built on the north side of the newly re-aligned Brighton to Worthing 
road that had been diverted from its original route close to the south elevation of the house, as already seen 
in the painting by S.H. Grimm. 

 
The above postcard contains what is perhaps the best-known view of the old lodge and one that has appeared 
in several Shoreham books, whilst the view below shows the gate. The picture may pre-date the Great 
Storm of 1897 as the trees seem much more extensive than in the 1905 picture above. 
 

 
Buckingham Lodge and gate looking north (BB) Courtesy of Marlipins Museum PP/SHORM/94.2593/12 

 
Buckingham Lodge c1905 Courtesy of Marlipins Museum PP/SHORM/94.2593.2 
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The New Buckingham Lodge 
 

 
Buckingham Lodge c1911 With acknowledgement to West Sussex Record Office PH 18576 

 
The new lodge functioned as such for about 20 years, but became an early casualty of the land sell-off in 
the 1930s in that it was quickly severed from the houses it was built to serve. Houses were built either side, 
blocking the drive, and Norman Crescent was built behind it. Nevertheless, the lodge itself survived and 
remains today as a private residence at No. 324 Upper Shoreham Road.  The picture below shows the lodge 
from the same southwest angle as the c1911 view above, whilst the pictures on page 26 show the lodge 
from the south and southeast. 
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Some years ago, possibly in the 1970s, the lodge had a lucky escape when a lorry ploughed in to its front 
garden. The incident was recorded with a picture in a local newspaper, probably the Shoreham Herald 
or Adur Herald (depending on the year). The new lodge was built in the same mock-Tudor style as the 
new house and provides an exact reference to the materials used in the house and what it would have 
looked like in colour. Bearing this in mind, it is the new Buckingham House to which we will now turn. 
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 Downs School group photograph c1937  Image from MN 
 

Michael Norman has identified some of the people in the above group. Whilst the rear rows are well defined, 
the front two are less so. Broadly, the second row starts with the dog on the left and ends with the girl on 
the extreme right, but in counting from the left of this row, the dog should be excluded! 
 

Anthea Norman (m.Snow) front row  2nd from left in dark dress slightly behind others 
Heather Frampton front row  3rd from left  
Martin Crowley  front row  5th from left  
Jill Cooper  front row  8th from left in dark dress behind girl in patterned dress 
Joan Christie (m.Lewis) 2nd row  9th from left immediately behind Jill Cooper 
Miss Tasman  3rd row  behind and to right of Jill Cooper in chequered dress 
Mary Cook  2nd row   11th from left, 3rd from right 
Naomi Keay  2nd row  13th from left, 1st on extreme right 
 

Postcard c1920s. The stamp has been removed, so unable to determine when it was posted. 
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The Second World War 1939-1945  
During WW2 the troops returned to the Downs behind Shoreham, but this time both houses were 
requisitioned for use by the army and Canadian troops were based there. A number of huts were built on 
the main lawns and the house was not particularly well treated by the troops. 
 

 
 

Upon being de-requisitioned at the end of the war the house was put up for sale. Messrs R. A. Leggett was 
the sole estate agent and the above information sheet provides an interesting description of some of its 
rooms. The picture is a copy of the Downs School postcard with the white lettering. Oh, to be able to buy 
a place like that for £12,000 today! 
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The Main West Elevation (From Drawing A/1362/10) 
The main west elevation of the house was left unchanged except for the roof of the northwest wing, which 
gained a dormer window in the roof of what was believed to be the former billiard room. An additional 
skylight is also shown. The roof of the northeast wing was higher than that of the northwest wing and is 
shown in outline behind it. The western end of a proposed veranda lounge that was to be constructed on to 
the main south elevation of the house is also shown. 
 

 
 
The Main South Elevation (From Drawing A/1362/11) 
The main south elevation was unchanged in spite of the drawing showing a proposed veranda lounge, but 
happily this rather ugly structure was never built, so preserving the visual appeal of this main view of the 
house. The dormer windows in the drawing have been placed too far up the roof and should be lower. The 
same mistake occurs on the next drawing where the dormer window above the southeast bay is shown in 
profile on the left of the drawing. 
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The East Courtyard Elevation (From Drawing A/1362/11) 
The east elevation of the courtyard formed by the northwest wing almost completely appears on the drawing 
described as Section EE. This elevation was similar to the other side of the wing. The modifications added 
a mirror-image dormer window to the roof and replaced a door with a window. This view gives a south to 
north cross-section through the main part of the house and shows the main staircase. 
 

 
 
The North Courtyard Elevation (From Drawing A/1362/11) 
The north elevation of the courtyard formed by the main part of the house is revealed on the drawing 
described as Section CC. The windows lighting the main staircase are shown, plus the proposed addition 
of two smaller windows beneath them. It was also proposed to remove the existing boiler room chimney 
and to build a new one on the external wall. The new chimney was built whilst the old one was left standing. 
The east to west section through the northeast wing gives a good view of the rear staircase that ran from 
the basement to the attic.  
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Main House Section (from Drawing A/1362/10) 
Section AA shows the main part of the house from the front gable on the west elevation to the bay window 
on the east elevation and shows the main staircase. 

 
The Roof Plan (from Drawing A/1362/10) 
The roof plan shows the two additional sets of mirrored dormer windows on the northwest and northeast 
wings and the raised and flat roofs of the east and west extensions to the northeast wing.  For some reason 
the dormer windows on the south elevation roof are not shown, and a chimney that should be adjacent to 
the east facing dormer window on the northeast wing is missing. 
 

 
 
Floor Plans 
Plans of the four floors of the house follow on the next two pages. Interestingly, the attic does not appear 
to extend to the two dormer windows on the south elevation roof, although presumably it must have done 
so.  Such south-facing attic rooms would have afforded splendid views across the town towards the sea. 
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Basement and Ground Floor Plans (from Drawing A/1362/9) 
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First and Second Floor (Attic) Plans (from Drawing A/1362/9) 
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Katherine
BRIDGER

m: 6 May 1719
in  Hove

Harry
BRIDGER

d: 1766
Burial: 9  May 1766

Southwick

Mary
SMITH

m: 27 Jun 1749
in  Upper Beeding

d: 1760

Ann
BLAKER

m: 6 Mar 1762
in  St Mary, Shoreham

d: 1766

Harry
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1721

Baptism: 29 Mar 1721
St Mary, New Shoreham
Burial: 2  Feb 1721/22
St Mary, New Shoreham

Katherine
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1722

Baptism: 9  Nov 1722
St Mary, New Shoreham

Colvill
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1726

Baptism: 25 May 1726
St Michael, Southwick

Colvill
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1727

Baptism: 27 Aug 1727
St Michael, Southwick

Elizabeth
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1728

Baptism: 1 Jan 1728/29
St Michael, Southwick

Colvill
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1729
in  Southwick

Baptism: 7  Oct 1729
St Michael, Southwick

d: 8 Feb 1797
in  Shoreham

Burial: 15 Feb 1797
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Mary
GORING
b: Abt. 1736

m: 26 Nov 1767
d: 1 Oct 1813
in  Shoreham

Burial: 9  Oct 1813
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Mary
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1730

Baptism: 22 Sep 1730
St Michael, Southwick

d: Sep 1730
Burial: 29 Sep 1730
St Michael, Southwick

Harry
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1732

Baptism: 29 Mar 1732
St Michael, Southwick

Richard
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1734

Baptism: 12 Jul 1734
St Michael, Southwick

Arthur
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1737

Baptism: 15 Dec 1737
St Michael, Southwick

Harry
BRIDGER

b: 16 Sep 1768
in  Portslade

Baptism: 7  Oct 1768
Portslade

d: 25 Mar 1832
in  Shoreham

Burial: 2  Apr 1832
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Mary Ann
WATSON
b: Abt. 1775

m: 8 Jun 1797
in  St Mary Marylebone

d: 16 Dec 1830
in  Shoreham

Burial: 23 Dec 1830
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Goring
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1769

Baptism: 2  Nov 1769
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: 27 Sep 1794
in  Shoreham

Burial: 1  Oct 1794
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Harriet
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1770

Baptism: 24 Jan 1771
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: 3 Dec 1860
in  Shoreham

Burial: 10 Dec 1860
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Katharine
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1772
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 29 Apr 1772
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: 24 Sep 1857
in  Shoreham

Burial: 30 Sep 1857
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Charles
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1773
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 16 Jul 1773
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Louisa
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1775
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 25 Jan 1775
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: 1 Aug 1787
in  Shoreham

Burial: 3  Aug 1787
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

James Paul
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1776
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 29 Feb 1776
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: 17 May 1841
in  Brighton

Burial: 22 Jun 1841
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Jane
COPELAND

b: Abt. 1785
in  Kingston upon Thames

d: 26 Sep 1863
in  Shoreham

Burial: 3  Oct 1863
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Jane
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1776
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 29 Feb 1776
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: 2 Mar 1776
in  Shoreham

Burial: 5  Mar 1776
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Edward
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1777
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 25 Sep 1777
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Harry Colvill
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1799
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 30 Jun 1799
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: 1 May 1872
in  Shoreham

Burial: 7  May 1872
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Sarah Louisa
SCRASE

b: Abt. 1800
Baptism: 31 Jan 1800

Patcham
m: 21 May 1825

in  Shoreham
d: 12 Apr 1874

in  Shoreham
Burial: 18 Apr 1874

St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Frank
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1800
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 24 Aug 1800
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: 25 Feb 1840
in  Shoreham

Isabella
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1802
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 3  Oct 1802
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Augustus
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1809
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 2  Sep 1809
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: 10 Nov 1828
in  Shoreham

Burial: 17 Nov 1828
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

John
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1811
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 10 May 1811
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Louisa
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1826
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 6  Dec 1826
St Mary, New Shoreham

d: 23 Sep 1840
in  Shoreham

Burial: 1  Oct 1840
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Eliza Ann
ORME

b: 17 Aug 1827
in  Lambeth

Baptism: 18 Dec 1827
Southwark

m: 9 Mar 1850
in  Merton

d: 26 Feb 1889
in  Shoreham

Harry
BRIDGER

b: 27 Jun 1828
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 3  Aug 1828
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: 18 Feb 1910
in  Shoreham

Elizabeth
HOCKLEY
b: Abt. 1858

in  Marylebone
m: Abt. Sep 1890

in  Westminster

Mary
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1830
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 7  Feb 1830
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: 20 Feb 1857
in  Shoreham

Isabella
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1831
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 18 Sep 1831
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: 19 Nov 1841
in  Shoreham

Burial: 27 Nov 1841
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Emma
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1833
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 12 May 1833
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: 13 May 1863
in  Sutton, Surrey

George
ORME

b: 25 Nov 1825
in  Lambeth

m: 26 Apr 1855
in  Shoreham

d: 23 Jun 1895
in  Sutton, Surrey

William
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1834
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 12 Oct 1834
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: Abt. Dec 1922
in  Thakeham

Mary Betty
CREWE

b: Abt. 1837
in  Frin ton Dorset
m: 27 Oct 1859

in  Clifton, Gloucestershire
d: Abt. Mar 1926

in  Thakeham

John
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1836
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 1  May 1836
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: 16 Mar 1837
in  Shoreham

Burial: 23 Mar 1837
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Frederick
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1837
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 25 Jun 1837
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: 22 Nov 1872
in  Shoreham

Burial: 29 Nov 1872
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Augustus Goring
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1841
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 5  Sep 1841
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: 23 Jun 1924
in  Shoreham

Burial: Jun 1924
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Mary Alsop
HOLLAND
b: Abt. 1861

in  Kensington
m: Abt. Dec 1882

in  Kensington
d: 15 Nov 1929

in  Shoreham
Burial: Nov 1929

St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Adela Catherine
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1843
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 16 Jul 1843
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: Abt. Jun 1927
in  Brighton

George Henry
DAVEY

b: Abt. 1838
in  Bath

m: 7 Aug 1879
in  Mortlake

Harry Colvill
BRIDGER

b: 21 Nov 1850
in  Worthing

Baptism: 8 Feb 1851
Merton

d: 5 Mar 1929
in  Shoreham

Martha
DAWKINS
b: Abt. 1853

in  Buckingham
m: 21 Oct 1875

in  St Gabriel, Pimlico
d: Abt. Mar 1932

in  Brighton

Florence Louisa
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1856
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 18 May 1856
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: Abt. Jun 1935
in  Worthing

Dulcibella Mary
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1859
in  Shoreham

d: Abt. Mar 1934
in  Shoreham

Frank Stanley Clark
BRIDGER

b: 13 Sep 1892
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 12 Oct 1892
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: Abt. Oct 1984
in  Kingston upon Thames

Augustus Goring
BRIDGER

b: Abt. Sep 1883
in  Kensington
d: 25 Jul 1956

Burial: Jul 1956
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Gladys Mary
BRIDGER

b: Abt. Mar 1889
in  Fulham

d: 10 Jul 1889
in  Fulham

Burial: Jul 1889
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Descendants of Harry and Katherine Bridger 
 
Page 1 of 2 
 
 
 

Memorial 1 
 
Memorial 2 
 
Memorial 3 
 
Memorial 4  
 
Mausoleum 
 
Grave on north side of churchyard 

d:1744 

 

Burial: 27 Aug 1727 
St Michael, Southwick 

Baptism: 27 Aug 1859 
St Mary, New Shoreham 

d: Abt. Mar 1934 
in Shoreham 
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Katherine
BRIDGER

m: 6 May 1719
in  Hove

Harry
BRIDGER

d: 1766
Burial: 9  May 1766

Southwick

Mary
SMITH

m: 27 Jun 1749
in  Upper Beeding

d: 1760

Ann
BLAKER

m: 6 Mar 1762
in  St Mary, Shoreham

d: 1766

Harry
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1721

Baptism: 29 Mar 1721
St Mary, New Shoreham
Burial: 2  Feb 1721/22
St Mary, New Shoreham

Katherine
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1722

Baptism: 9  Nov 1722
St Mary, New Shoreham

Colvill
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1726

Baptism: 25 May 1726
St Michael, Southwick

Colvill
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1727

Baptism: 27 Aug 1727
St Michael, Southwick

Elizabeth
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1728

Baptism: 1 Jan 1728/29
St Michael, Southwick

Colvill
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1729
in  Southwick

Baptism: 7  Oct 1729
St Michael, Southwick

d: 8 Feb 1797
in  Shoreham

Burial: 15 Feb 1797
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Mary
GORING
b: Abt. 1736

m: 26 Nov 1767
d: 1 Oct 1813
in  Shoreham

Burial: 9  Oct 1813
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Mary
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1730

Baptism: 22 Sep 1730
St Michael, Southwick

d: Sep 1730
Burial: 29 Sep 1730
St Michael, Southwick

Harry
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1732

Baptism: 29 Mar 1732
St Michael, Southwick

Richard
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1734

Baptism: 12 Jul 1734
St Michael, Southwick

Arthur
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1737

Baptism: 15 Dec 1737
St Michael, Southwick

Harry
BRIDGER

b: 16 Sep 1768
in  Portslade

Baptism: 7  Oct 1768
Portslade

d: 25 Mar 1832
in  Shoreham

Burial: 2  Apr 1832
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Mary Ann
WATSON
b: Abt. 1775

m: 8 Jun 1797
in  St Mary Marylebone

d: 16 Dec 1830
in  Shoreham

Burial: 23 Dec 1830
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Goring
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1769

Baptism: 2  Nov 1769
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: 27 Sep 1794
in  Shoreham

Burial: 1  Oct 1794
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Harriet
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1770

Baptism: 24 Jan 1771
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: 3 Dec 1860
in  Shoreham

Burial: 10 Dec 1860
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Katharine
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1772
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 29 Apr 1772
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: 24 Sep 1857
in  Shoreham

Burial: 30 Sep 1857
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Charles
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1773
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 16 Jul 1773
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Louisa
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1775
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 25 Jan 1775
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: 1 Aug 1787
in  Shoreham

Burial: 3  Aug 1787
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

James Paul
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1776
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 29 Feb 1776
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: 17 May 1841
in  Brighton

Burial: 22 Jun 1841
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Jane
COPELAND

b: Abt. 1785
in  Kingston upon Thames

d: 26 Sep 1863
in  Shoreham

Burial: 3  Oct 1863
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Jane
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1776
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 29 Feb 1776
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: 2 Mar 1776
in  Shoreham

Burial: 5  Mar 1776
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Edward
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1777
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 25 Sep 1777
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Harry Colvill
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1799
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 30 Jun 1799
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: 1 May 1872
in  Shoreham

Burial: 7  May 1872
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Sarah Louisa
SCRASE

b: Abt. 1800
Baptism: 31 Jan 1800

Patcham
m: 21 May 1825

in  Shoreham
d: 12 Apr 1874

in  Shoreham
Burial: 18 Apr 1874

St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Frank
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1800
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 24 Aug 1800
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: 25 Feb 1840
in  Shoreham

Isabella
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1802
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 3  Oct 1802
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Augustus
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1809
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 2  Sep 1809
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: 10 Nov 1828
in  Shoreham

Burial: 17 Nov 1828
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

John
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1811
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 10 May 1811
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Louisa
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1826
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 6  Dec 1826
St Mary, New Shoreham

d: 23 Sep 1840
in  Shoreham

Burial: 1  Oct 1840
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Eliza Ann
ORME

b: 17 Aug 1827
in  Lambeth

Baptism: 18 Dec 1827
Southwark

m: 9 Mar 1850
in  Merton

d: 26 Feb 1889
in  Shoreham

Harry
BRIDGER

b: 27 Jun 1828
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 3  Aug 1828
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: 18 Feb 1910
in  Shoreham

Elizabeth
HOCKLEY
b: Abt. 1858

in  Marylebone
m: Abt. Sep 1890

in  Westminster

Mary
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1830
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 7  Feb 1830
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: 20 Feb 1857
in  Shoreham

Isabella
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1831
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 18 Sep 1831
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: 19 Nov 1841
in  Shoreham

Burial: 27 Nov 1841
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Emma
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1833
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 12 May 1833
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: 13 May 1863
in  Sutton, Surrey

George
ORME

b: 25 Nov 1825
in  Lambeth

m: 26 Apr 1855
in  Shoreham

d: 23 Jun 1895
in  Sutton, Surrey

William
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1834
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 12 Oct 1834
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: Abt. Dec 1922
in  Thakeham

Mary Betty
CREWE

b: Abt. 1837
in  Frin ton Dorset
m: 27 Oct 1859

in  Clifton, Gloucestershire
d: Abt. Mar 1926

in  Thakeham

John
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1836
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 1  May 1836
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: 16 Mar 1837
in  Shoreham

Burial: 23 Mar 1837
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Frederick
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1837
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 25 Jun 1837
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: 22 Nov 1872
in  Shoreham

Burial: 29 Nov 1872
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Augustus Goring
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1841
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 5  Sep 1841
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: 23 Jun 1924
in  Shoreham

Burial: Jun 1924
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Mary Alsop
HOLLAND
b: Abt. 1861

in  Kensington
m: Abt. Dec 1882

in  Kensington
d: 15 Nov 1929

in  Shoreham
Burial: Nov 1929

St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Adela Catherine
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1843
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 16 Jul 1843
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: Abt. Jun 1927
in  Brighton

George Henry
DAVEY

b: Abt. 1838
in  Bath

m: 7 Aug 1879
in  Mortlake

Harry Colvill
BRIDGER

b: 21 Nov 1850
in  Worthing

Baptism: 8 Feb 1851
Merton

d: 5 Mar 1929
in  Shoreham

Martha
DAWKINS
b: Abt. 1853

in  Buckingham
m: 21 Oct 1875

in  St Gabriel, Pimlico
d: Abt. Mar 1932

in  Brighton

Florence Louisa
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1856
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 18 May 1856
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: Abt. Jun 1935
in  Worthing

Dulcibella Mary
BRIDGER
b: Abt. 1859
in  Shoreham

d: Abt. Mar 1934
in  Shoreham

Frank Stanley Clark
BRIDGER

b: 13 Sep 1892
in  Shoreham

Baptism: 12 Oct 1892
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

d: Abt. Oct 1984
in  Kingston upon Thames

Augustus Goring
BRIDGER

b: Abt. Sep 1883
in  Kensington
d: 25 Jul 1956

Burial: Jul 1956
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Gladys Mary
BRIDGER

b: Abt. Mar 1889
in  Fulham

d: 10 Jul 1889
in  Fulham

Burial: Jul 1889
St Nicholas, Old  Shoreham

Descendants of Harry and Katherine Bridger 
 
Page 2 of 2 
 
 
 

d:1769 



Paul Osborne
The Buckingham Houses.
See text for © info.

Paul Osborne
The Buckingham Houses.
See text for © info.



Paul Osborne
The Buckingham Houses.
See text for © info.



Paul Osborne
The Buckingham Houses.
See text for © info.

Paul Osborne
The Buckingham Houses.
See text for © info.

Paul Osborne
The Buckingham Houses.
See text for © info.

Paul Osborne
The Buckingham Houses.
See text for © info.



Paul Osborne
The Buckingham Houses.
See text for © info.

Paul Osborne
The Buckingham Houses.
See text for © info.



Paul Osborne
The Buckingham Houses.
See text for © info.

Paul Osborne
The Buckingham Houses.
See text for © info.











https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/sussex/vol6/pt1/pp149-154
https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/sussex/vol6/pt1/pp149-154
https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/sussex/vol6/pt1/pp149-154


 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Paul Osborne
The Buckingham Houses.
See text for © info.



Paul Osborne
The Buckingham Houses.
See text for © info.

Paul Osborne
The Buckingham Houses.
See text for © info.



mailto:uckingham.house@ntlworld.comS
mailto:uckingham.house@ntlworld.comS




 

THE BUCKINGHAM HOUSES       Text © P. J. Kefford. Images © reserved to owners of original material 
 76 

Little Buckingham 
Although Little Buckingham only features in passing within this book, nevertheless this postcard gives a 
fuller view of the frontage than the one on page 18. It is unused without a message, stamp or postmark but 
is thought to have been taken in the 1920s. The Victorian extension is on the left and the original farmhouse 
on the right. 
 

 
 
The Old Buckingham House 
Quite possibly the earliest picture of the old house after it had been gutted and the windows blocked up; 
this picture is dated 20 September 1911 and confirms that these works had taken place by then. The church 
bazaar event would have been permitted by W.G. Little and may well have been hosted by him, although 
it is uncertain if he appears in the picture. He could be the tall gentleman in the centre with his wife Ada 
Warde Little beside him or else this could be a clergyman and his wife. 
 

 
Event at the old Buckingham House 1911                                                          Courtesy of Ian Newman 
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Classroom on ground floor of southwest corner                                                  Courtesy of Neil Deville 

 

During the 1948/49 conversion, the bay window area at the end containing the piano was partitioned off to 
form a bathroom for the babies and the rest became a Babies Room. See Room 1 of the ground floor plan 
on page 54 and the picture on page 82. 
 

 
Main staircase from the lounge 

 

It is hoped that a better copy of the downstairs lounge and staircase can replace the small image on page 31 
and the larger version here, but this blurry image will have to suffice until such a copy may be found. It is 
also hoped that any other postcards from the Downs School set can be obtained and included in due course. 
 
By the time of the 1939 Register compiled in the September soon after the outbreak of WW2 the name had 
reverted to Buckingham House and was the HQ of the 113th Field Regiment of the Royal Artillery. An 
article in the Sussex Express & County Herald dated 6 October 1944 reported that the regiment had been 
formed at Buckingham House in January 1939, presumably displacing the school several months before 
the start of the war.  
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With all the pictures of the old house when it was intact and of the new house before its demolition being 
in grayscale or sepia, Part 2 concludes with a colouration of each to give an approximation of what they 
looked like in colour during their heyday. The best colour references are of course the remaining walls of 
the old house and the new house lodge in Upper Shoreham Road. 
 

 
The Old Buckingham House - South & East Elevations c1905   
Courtesy of Marlipins Museum PP/SHORM/94.2593.10a                                          Colouration courtesy of Paul Osborne 
 
 

 
The new Buckingham House c1913, although could be nearer c1920 (Hill, 1996, Picture 99) 
 

With acknowledgement to West Sussex Record Office PH 18594                             Colouration courtesy of Paul Osborne 
   

Paul Osborne
The Buckingham Houses.
See text for © info.

Paul Osborne
The Buckingham Houses.
See text for © info.



 

 

 


